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Nellie Bums, photographer, seeks adventure in 1920's 
Idaho. After photographing moonshadows on snow, she 
stumbles onto an old ranch and a dog she names Moonshine. 
She also discovers and photographs a dead body. When the 
body disappears along with her negatives, Nellie joins the 
chase to solve the mystery. Add a Basque sheriff, a sheep 
rancher, a one-eyed miner, the last Chinese residents in 
town, and her impulsive nature, and Nellie will face a near 
drowning, an explosion in a darkroom, and terror in a mine. 

MOONSHADOWS is a taut and enigmatic historical mystery 
with passionate characters, each hiding a secret. Set against 
wintry small towns and backcountry Idaho, Nellie and 
Moonshine's explorations reveal a web of revenge, opium 
addiction and obsessive love, as well as a haunting story of 
devotion. 

"The reader walks effortlessly into a West long behind us, in 
this gorgeously written, taut mystery. Secrets are the fuel of 
all fiction - prepare for Moonshadows to burn brightly. " 
Ridley Pearson, author ofThe Red Room 

"Anyone who loves Western history and a good mystery will 
find Moonshadows hard to resist. Julie Weston 's heroine 
combines the perfect amounts of charm and persistence in 
solving the crimes. A good read from start to finish. " Anne 
Hillerman, author ofRock With Wings. 

Julie Weston practiced law for many years in Seattle, Washington. 
Her book, The Good Times Are All Gone Now: Life, Death and 
Rebirth in an Idaho Mining Town (University of Oklahoma Press, 
2009) won Honorable Mention in the 2009 Idaho Book of the Year 
A ward. Her short stories and essays about Idaho, mining, skiing and 
flyfishing have been published in IDAHO Magazine, The Threepenny 
Review, River Styx and other journals. She and her husband live in 
Hailey, Idaho. For more about Julie, see her website at 
www.juliewweston.com. 
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JULIE WESTON 
Julie Weston grew up in Kellogg, Idaho, where her home was a long block from the mine entrance to the 
Bunker Hill Mine and next door to the hospital where her father doctored the miners and other 
townspeople. During a bitter labor strike, Weston worked after school for a local lawyer who represented 
a new union. Weston left Kellogg knowing that some day she would become a lawyer. The mountains, 
the mines, and the people all shaped her. 

Weston attended the University of Washington, receiving a law degree at a time when few women went to 
law school. After many years as a tax, corporate and business lawyer, Julie's love of words, books and 
reading led her to begin writing and telling the stories of the people of Idaho. 

An award-winning author, Weston's short stories and essays have been published in IDAHO Magazine, 
The Threepenny Review, River Styx, Clackamas Literary Review and Rocky Mountain Game and Fish, 
among other journals. Her book, The Good Times Are All Gone Now: Life, Death and Rebirth in an 
Idaho Mining Town (University of Oklahoma Press, 2009), won Honorable Mention in the 2009 Idaho 
Book of the Year A ward. Both an essay and a short story have been nominated for Pushcart Prizes. 

Weston and her husband, Gerry Morrison, also a retired lawyer who now photographs, live in central 
Idaho where they ski, write, photograph and enjoy the outdoors. www.juliewweston.com 

Contact: westmorjw@aol.com 208-788-7085 



Interview Questions 

Interview with Julie Weston 

Q What drew you to write a mystery set in 1920 's Idaho, especially in its small towns and back country? 

A This book began on a full moon night at Galena Lodge in central Idaho. My husband, Gerry 

Morrison, and I and two friends strapped on snowshoes and ventured out into the dark, lit by the light of the 
moon, round and the color of bone. Alongside the trail, wheat grass appeared, casting shadows that rivaled 
those of a sunny day. On our way home following our adventure, we drove past a cabin, also lit by the moon. 
Gerry stopped to take a photograph. A story line began to weave its magic when the moon set behind the 
Smoky Mountains. Only starlight remained to dazzle the darkness. 

For over two decades, Idaho has been the subject of my writing. I grew up in a mining town in northern Idaho 
and then lived in Seattle, Washington, for almost fifty years. Now, I have returned to a world as different from 
the city as can be imagined. We are surrounded by mountains and high desert-sagebrush and rabbit brush, 
native grasses and wildflowers. The sun shines most days; snow piles high in the winter. Winter especially 
appeals to me, not only for the skiing, but also for the brilliant days and the moon-lit nights and the silence, 
sometimes broken by the yips of coyotes. All this seemed a perfect setting for an Idaho mystery. 

Q Why should readers be interested in the story of a woman photographer set in this time and place? 

A The 1920s is a period between two world wars and a period, not unlike today, when some people 

had fantastic wealth and others had very little. It was also a period when women were beginning to venture out 
from their usual positions as homemakers and mothers and into the world at large, drawn by changes in 
fashion-shorter skirts and fewer clothing restrictions such as petticoats and whalebone corsets-and the 
availability of employment outside the home. Nellie Burns is in the vanguard of women who were beginning to 
seek employment and look for adventure. 

Idaho is often confused with Iowa or Ohio by easterners. It is a Rocky Mountain state, an integral part 
of the West. One of the first states to pass laws giving women the vote made it progressive then when many 
places were not. The wide open spaces of the West, as well as its forests and mountains, appeal to all of us 
seeking places of solace and adventure. Nellie finds both. She begins as an aspiring portrait photographer with 
some experience and uncertainty about her abilities to get along in the world. She learns about landscape 
photography and that she is capable of getting herself out of trouble and helping others to do the same. 



Q What kind of research did you do and where did it lead you? 

A Idaho has been the subject of most of my writing over the years, including short stories and 

essays. My first book was a memoir of place about growing up in Kellogg, Idaho-The Good Times Are All 
Gone Now: Life, Death and Rebirth in an Idaho Mining Town (University of Oklahoma Press, 2009). My 
mother and grandmother were both born in Idaho and told many stories about living most of their lives here. 
My mother was an artist and painted many Idaho scenes. I felt as if I knew Idaho pretty well, even though I 
spent many years in Seattle, Washington, practicing law. I have read many books about Idaho, including one 
written by my great aunt and published by Caxton Press. My great-grandfather worked in the mines around 
Ketchum, Idaho, a central place in MOONSHADOWS, and he and my great-grandmother honeymooned there 
in the late 1800s. The Community Library in Ketchum has an extensive regional history collection and I was 
able to spend time looking at photographs in the early days as well as learning more about the Basque culture 
and mining in the area. 

Photography is a central subject of MOONSHADOWS. My husband is a photographer, and he has 
helped me with the technical aspects of large format cameras and developing techniques. Several aspects of 
photography-developing and printing and enlarging-led me to some of the plot twists in this book. Although 
I am not a photographer myself, I have learned much from my husband and I especially appreciate viewing 
black and white photography, the kind Nellie was limited to in the 1920s. 

Q What led you from being a practicing attorney to writing? 

A Most of my life, I have been a practicing lawyer and I wrote about legal subjects. I remembered 

liking to write as a child-my first short story was published in the local newspaper when I was twelve years 
old-and I decided to return to writing that was more expansive than about the law. I discovered I needed to 
un-learn the legalese filling my brain. I attended writing classes at the University of Washington in fiction and I 
wrote stories about Idaho. I also attended workshops in Montana, Oregon and Washington. The reading I have 
done all my life formed a platform upon which to build my writing. I move back and forth between fiction and 
nonfiction and enjoy both. 

Q Do you have other mysteries planned to include Nellie Burns and Moonshine, her black Lab? 

A Yes, indeed. I am almost finished with a story set in the Stanley Basin of Idaho, just north of 

Ketchum and Hailey. This time, Nellie finds herself in the middle of struggles between Basque sheepherders 
and cowboys, as well as drawn into a moonshine operation. The sheriff and Gwynn Campbell, the sheep 
rancher, assist Nellie and Moonshine to solve two murders. 

FIVE STAR PUBLISHING JULY 2015 

Contact: westmorjw@aol.com 208-788-7085 



"A GORGEOUSLY WRITTEN. TAUT MYSTERY." 
-RIDLEY PEARSON, bestselling author of The Red Room 

A NELLIE BURNS AND MOONSHINE MYSTERY 




